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STATEMENT OF THE INCOMING PRESIDENT — H.E. SUHAIL MOHAMED AL
MAZROUEI (UAE)

Presidents, Excellencies, Director General, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Allow me to begin by thanking the Member States for entrusting me to preside over this session
and to welcome you all here to Abu Dhabi, the capital of the United Arab Emirates, for the
18th session of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization General Conference.
It is an honour and pleasure for me to welcome the President of Madagascar, His Excellency
Andry Rajoelina, President of the Republic of Niger, Mahamadou Issoufou, and Deputy Prime
Minister of Vanuatu, His Excellency Jotham Napat NAUKA.

I would also like to congratulate the newly elected Vice-Presidents and express my special
thanks to Her Excellency Ambassador Alena Kupchyna of Belarus, former President of the
General Conference, on her unwavering support since the seventeenth session in 2017. Also,
thank you very much to His Excellency Ambassador Florensa Palau of Spain, President of the
Industrial Development Board, for leading the informal consultations in Vienna, which lay the
foundation for our forthcoming discussions over the next five days.

Ladies and Gentlemen, to be awarded the honour of hosting the 18th session of the United
Nations Industrial Development Organization General Conference Abu Dhabi is a testament
to the UAE’s efforts to advance the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda and to support
the spread of innovation and inclusive sustainable development on a global level.

It demonstrates UNIDO’s confidence in our ability to host an event of this importance, a
confidence that has grown over the years as we have cemented our close working relationship
through initiatives such as the Global Manufacturing and Industrialisation Summit (GMIS), a
joint initiative between the UAE Ministry of Energy and Industry and UNIDO.

This year’s General Conference is a very special occasion for UNIDO — since becoming a
specialized agency, this is only the fourth time the Conference is held outside its headquarters
in Vienna, and for the first time in the UAE. Our presence here today, as Member States,
marks our continued commitment to collaborate and contribute to the achievement of the
Sustainable Development Goals, while supporting UNIDO to deliver on its mandate in
achieving inclusive and sustainable industrial development.

As Member States of UNIDO, we need to spearhead efforts to develop an advanced industrial
sector based on knowledge and innovation. This will be most visibly recognized in the progress
countries make on Goal 9 - “build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable
industrialization and foster innovation”.

Held under the theme of ‘Industry 2030 — Innovate. Connect. Transform our Future’, the 18th
session of the UNIDO General Conference provides a platform to explore the challenges and
opportunities that are presented by technological advances and innovation in the industrial
sector, in relation gender equality; the catalytic role of clean-tech innovation,
commercialization and deployment for climate action and the clean energy transition; and how
to promote sustainable industrial parks and low-carbon urban-industrial development for
inclusive and sustainable industrialisation. With the support of the UAE, this year’s Conference
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presents an interactive exhibition that will showcase the latest technology and industry best
practices which is set to drive fruitful discussions and potential partnerships aimed at the
transformation of the manufacturing sector.

Furthermore, in support of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, we anticipate the
announcement of the Abu Dhabi Declaration which will help mobilise the private sector and
allow for more efficient cooperation between international and regional organizations — as well
as with businesses, civil society and other stakeholders.

The General Conference is a unique and indispensable forum where we as Member States can
work together to advance on some of the most pressing industrial development issues.

I will turn now to the Host country statement, which I will deliver in Arabic.
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I now have the pleasure to pass the floor to the Director General of UNIDO, Mr LI Yong.

Thank you.
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